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European cooperation workshop “How to Establish a UN 

Youth Delegate Programme” 

 

 

– Distance-Learning Course – 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Objective: The first research task will give you a first idea of how UN Member States 

interact at the United Nations in New York and how UN Youth Delegates are involved in the 

process.  

Research Task 1: The work of your country’s    

Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
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Delegates at the United Nations 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 1: Please paste the website link of your country’s mission. (Research hint: A list of Member 

States and links to their mission websites can be found here: http://www.un.org/en/members). Who is 

the head of the mission (ambassador)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2: Please download and take a look at the current daily journal here: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/En/lateste.pdf. If you had the choice which meeting would you like 

attend on behalf of your country? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Nations (UN) has 193 Member States. Almost every Member State has a so-called 

“Permanent Mission to the United Nations” (short form: “mission”) in New York, which is 

comparable to an embassy of that country. The difference is:  your embassy in Washington 

takes care of the relations between your country and the USA, whereas your mission in New 

York takes care of the relations between your country and the United Nations.  

The mission is where UN Youth Delegates (YDs) of a country are based during their stay in 

New York. When approaching the ministry of foreign affairs about establishing a YD 

Programme, you will want to have a rough idea of how the mission works. A regular day at 

your country’s mission will start like this (simplified): In the morning the diplomats arrive to 

work in the mission (many missions are located in Manhattan, New York). The diplomats have 

a morning briefing to discuss the tasks ahead of them for the day. For this they take a look at 

the daily journal produced by the UN Secretariat. The daily journal tells them which meetings 

will take place on that day and the next day at the UN. 

As you could see from the daily journal, the United Nations comprises of quite a large number 

of organs, sub-organs, committees and bodies, where the diplomats from the 193 UN 

Member States meet. After the morning meeting, the diplomats working in your country’s 

mission will break up into little groups to attend some or all of these different meetings. The 

good news is: not all of these bodies are relevant for UN Youth Delegates. The following 

questions will cover the relevant ones. 
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QUESTION 3: Please google the 5 principal organs of the United Nations and their abbreviations.
1
 Three 

of them are intergovernmental bodies. Which ones? 

 

QUESTION 4: The six main committees of the General Assembly (GA) are abbreviated GA 1
st

, GA 2
nd

, GA 

3
rd

 etc. Please google their responsibilities. 

 

 

 

QUESTION 5: Please google all the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 6: Please look up the definition of “delegate” on p. 86 of the Guide for Youth NGOs at UN 

meetings (download at http://startingunydprograms.wordpress.com/resources). Do the diplomats at 

your mission work for your country’s government or for the United Nations? 

  

                                                           
1
 The Trusteeship Council has ceased its work. 

Within the General Assembly, UN Youth Delegates participate only in the third committee. 

Within ECOSOC, UN Youth Delegates participate in the Commission for Social Development 

(CSocD) and the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) 

Let’s come back to the morning briefing in your country’s mission. Having discussed the daily 

journal the diplomats will leave your mission and walk/drive over to the United Nations 

building. There they separate, let’s say into pairs of two. Each pair walks off to attend a 

different meeting. Every pair now officially represents your country at the meeting/ 

consultation/ session and is called “Delegation of France/Latvia/Portugal etc.” Each diplomat 

is called delegate.  At the meeting/ consultation/ session they meet delegates from other 

missions to deal with whichever topic is on the agenda that day. 
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Negotiation of Resolutions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 7: Please take a look at the GA’s agenda in 2009: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/64/251. How many agenda topics did the GA 

deal with? 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 8: Please take a look at the list of GA resolutions passed in 2009: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/64/resolutions.shtml. How many resolutions were passed in total? 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s go forward in time. Let’s assume you have convinced your government to send you and 

your team partner to New York as your country’s first UN Youth Delegates to the UN General 

Assembly (GA 3rd). You arrived in New York a couple of days ago, met all the diplomats at the 

Permanent Mission and you’ve taken your first tour of the UN. Today is Monday, October 15
th

. 

Today is the day when negotiations will start on the new GA Resolution “Policies and 

programmes involving youth”.  The following questions will take you through the process. 

The 193 UN Member States meet in the General Assembly in order to reach common positions 

on a large variety of policy issues (e.g. Climate Change, HIV/AIDS, Education etc.). Youth is just 

one of them. The specific topics each body will deal with are determined in the agenda of the 

body.  

The GA session usually begins in September of each year, and ends in December or even 

January of the following year. The agenda topics are dealt with consecutively (one after the 

other). When the Member States can agree on a common position, they pass this position as  

one or several Resolutions.  

Right. The two of you are here in New York to participate in negotiations under the agenda 

topic “Policies and programmes involving youth”. Hopefully these negotiations will result in a 

good resolution in about two weeks time. The topic “Policies and programmes involving 

youth”comes up on the agenda of the GA every two years, so for starters it would be helpful 

to take a closer look at the last resolution passed under this name. 
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QUESTION 9: Please download the GA Resolution “Policies and programmes involving youth” passed in 

2009 at http://startingunydprograms.wordpress.com/resources. The resolution is divided into two parts 

– an introductory part and a part with numbered clauses. What is the introductory part called? What are 

the numbered clauses called? How many numbered clauses does the resolution have? (Research hint: 

look under “resolution” on p. 93 Guide for Youth NGOs at UN Meetings) 

 

QUESTION 10: Please read the resolution, specifically operative clauses 16 - 18. Which specific 

recommendations are made about the selection of UN Youth Delegates? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 11: The negotiation process of a draft resolution starts with informal consultations and ends 

with formal sessions . Please define these terms. (Research hint: p. 87 – 89 Guide for Youth NGOs at UN 

meetings. Where do negotiations happen? Where do official speeches and votes happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But even informal consultations are not where it all starts. In preparation of an informal 

consultation the 27 EU Member States typically hold a regional coordination meeting to agree 

on a common EU position – this is because the EU has agreed to speak “as one” at the UN 

level within the framework of its Common Foreign and Security Policy. The country currently 

holding the EU presidency will typically be the only EU Member State to speak during the 

informal consultation. 

By the way: when trying to convince your government to establish a UN Youth Delegate 

Programme, this resolution will help you a lot. It was passed by consensus in the past years, 

which means your government, as all other governments, was in favour of it. Thereby, one 

could argue, it was in favour of including UN Youth Delegates in its delegation ☺ 

Let’s come back to New York. The aim this year is to build on the efforts of past years. The 

previous version of the youth resolution will be the basis of this year’s resolution. Your job as 

Youth Delegates is to make the text better and more precise – i.e. get the governments to 

agree on a text, whereby they make more and more specific commitments towards young 

people. In the course of year, the UN Youth Delegates from different countries will already 

have cooperated to produce a first draft of the new resolution.  
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QUESTION 12: The EU is a so-called Regional Group. Please define this term. (Research hint: p. 93 Guide 

for Youth NGOs at UN meetings). Please give an example for another regional group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 13: Once the resolution is passed, it receives a document symbol. The document symbol of 

the 2009 Resolution “Policies and programmes involving youth” is A/RES/64/130. Please read p. 99 and 

100 of the Guide for Youth NGOs at UN Meetings to explain the meaning of the symbol. 

To sum up (simplified): In preparation of NY the Youth Delegates from different countries 

cooperate in producing a draft resolution. The EU countries agree on a common position on 

this draft at their regional coordination meetings. They deliver their common position to the 

other Member States at informal consultations. All UN Member States negotiate the text. 

Once agreement is reached, the resolution is passed during a formal session of GA 3
rd

 or GA 

plenary. The formal session is also where Youth Delegates deliver speeches on behalf of the 

youth of their country. (The other diplomats working at your mission have to go through the 

same process when negotiating other resolutions in bodies of the UN.) 


